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“The earth has music for those who listen.” Editor: Natalya Njezic

- Shakespeare Thanks to all contributors of

photos & articles to this edition ©

President’'s Report

Hi everyone,

the new season is well underway so now is the opportune time to ensure your ski and trailer are
serviced by one of our valued PWC dealers so you are good to go on some of our rides.

Coming up is a Ladies Ride on 4/11 followed by Maynes Expo on 5/11 and an Impromptu Ride on
6/11. Details and registration are on our Facebook page. At Expo, there are still vacancies if you wish
to book in to obtain your PWC endorsement on your boat licence. There will be skis and other
merchandise on display and the opportunity to chat with some of our members to talk about the skis,
trips and any general information that you may wish to discuss.

MAST is providing us with $20 vouchers so you can trade in your old PFD 1, 2 or 3 jackets as they will
be obsolete by the end of 2020. The deal is one voucher for one jacket. Jackets that are still ok will be
sent to Papua New Guinea where MAST are assisting to save lives as sadly, far too many people still
drown there. All new PFDs worn in Tas after 2020 must comply with AS 4758. Come and see me at
Expo to swap your old PDF for a $20 voucher that can be used when you purchase a new jacket from
one of the nominated suppliers.

You would have heard of the recent PWC tragedy. Even though the person was not a club member,
we all feel the pain as it is a tragic loss of a well-liked person in a sport we enjoy. Our thoughts are
with his loved ones as the time ahead will be very tough for them. Obviously, the inquest will
determine how and why this happened and it's not our job to speculate however it's fair to point out
that SAFETY FIRST must be complied with in whatever we do through life and in our case on the
water. MAST & SLST work tirelessly to promote improvements and safety on and around the water.
As we fully launch into the new season, please remember that their rules are not suggestions but are
mandatory for the benefit of everyone.
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There has been a change in the committee. Justin Schmidt has decided to resign and we take this
opportunity of thanking him for the wide range of jobs and support he has assisted with over the
years. His most recent stand-out was the creation of our first wall calendar which shows a series of
fantastic photos and all the scheduled rides highlighted plus there's room for your own rides and
other appointments. These are for all current financial members so if you haven't renewed
membership yet, we still have a few left...

The committee is pleased to welcome Dirk Gadd as the new person to fill this gap. Dirk & Tanya kindly
hosted a BBQ for us recently on their scenic property at Lake Meadowbank. Dirk comes to the
committee with enthusiasm and experience as he is also part of a water ski club as well.

Since the AGM, we are also pleased to confirm that Josh Turley has re-joined the committee and we
look forward to his contributions and assistance as we seek to add appeal and value for all members.

As a committee, we look forward to a great season, lots of fun rides, sharing great company and
providing support as we explore our amazing coastline.

We look forward to seeing many of you at Expo and also on the water with us soon. Feel free to get
back to any of the committee if you have any suggestions or ideas to add further value to our

members or sponsors.

Have you booked in for our Christmas weekend yet? St Helens ride, dinner plus fun day. Details are on
the FB page.

Read on for some interesting articles including a stand-out report from a young pillion rider who
undoubtedly has the makings of becoming a successful journalist!

Cheers,

Dave Gray
Jetskitas President
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Burnie to Stanley, September 23™

Brett, David, Kosh & Dave arrived at the ramp at the appointed time to be met by rain however not easily
deterred, we decided to at least go some of the distance and review as necessary.

No sooner than we departed, the rain stopped and we didn’t see it again for the rest of the day so we
enjoyed the coastal ride past Table Cape, Boat Harbour, Sisters Beach, Rocky Cape, Port Latta and all the
way to the Stanley Wharf.

Fortunately for Brett, Sam brought his lunch and spare fuel but the rest of us had all we needed on board.

The return ride was fast with pretty much a straight line or two until we got back to Boat Harbour Beach for
a breather. Here Justin joined us for the return ride. As it was high tide, we called into the Inglis River at
Wynyard before heading back into Bass Strait and then back to Burnie.

It’s certainly a spectacular ride and we all enjoyed the great company and varied conditions.
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Margate to Kermandie, 15™ October 2017

By Luke Wiggins (age 7)

My Dad and | arrived at Margate at 9 o’clock for our first trip with the jet ski club.

First, we launched our jet skis and tied them up to the jetty. Then we gathered up in a circle, and

introduced ourselves.

After the briefing, we got on our jet skis
and set off across the bay. The day was e AR 2 il e
) 3 qal U iy e I
sunny and the seas were calm. | was : e M

feeling really excited!

When we were about half way there, |

saw a lighthouse. It looked abandoned
but it was the first one | have seen from the water. The lighthouse has a red top and the middle was
white and red at the bottom. | wonder how many years it has been there?

After that, the seas became a bit more choppy and rough and | felt a little bit sick, but | got over that
| and pretty soon, the seas became calmer. We had to go back
and save my Dad’s hat that blew off!

Soon we arrived at Kermandie. We tied up the jet ski and
then we went into the pub for lunch. | had the fish and chips.
| really liked them —they cooked them very well.

After lunch, we set off again to return home. About three
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guarters along the way, we stopped and did a few donuts. It was really cool because it was like we
were going on our side on the ski and it might flip!

| travelled with Carolyn for a while until we neared Bruny Island. She was really nice and made it so |

felt safe and comfortable on her yellow Sea Doo. T

We saw a seal when we were on the inside of Bruny Island in a small bay. He looked like he was sun
baking so we watched him for a little while. When Matt
started up his engine to leave, the seal didn’t like the noise
and went to find a quiet spot to finish his nap.

We scooted around the bays near the Bruny Island ferry. | saw
sea plane. It was moored next to two boats.

When we got back to Margate, we watched the video of the
seal and loaded our jet skis back onto the trailers.

Carolyn tried to throw her keys to someone else and they ended up in the water!

We spotted the sea plane we’d seen earlier flying this time.

While Dad was putting the jet ski onto the trailer, | was splashing my feet in the water.
| had a great day! | felt happy but pretty tired!

Thank you to Matt for the jet ski and the people on the trip for an awesome day, and a great
adventure.
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Right Royal Service.........

After a great ride from Margate-Kermandie on Sunday 15" October, | accidentally dropped my keys in about 2
— 3 metres of water off the Margate boat ramp when we returned. On the keyring was my electronic/smart
key, 2 usbs and a host of work keys.

To put this in perspective, | knew that replacement of the smart key would cost around $800, let alone the
problem of how to get the car and trailer home.

Trev didn’t come on the ride but he had driven down to meet us at the end of the ride. He promptly stripped to
his jocks and leapt in to find them, but to no avail.

The water was about 12 degrees and, even with wetsuit and multiple layers underneath, it was still chilling. |
searched for the keys as best | could from the surface of the water with goggles and snorkel provided by Brett
and Danette Lovell (who, along with Neil and Kerryn, just happened to be passing by the boat ramp and ducked
home to get them). Danette kindly helped by leaning on my legs so | didn’t fall off the jetty!

| also managed to drop Neil’s long magnetic stick through the grating of the jetty and into the water as well
while | was trying to get back on to the jetty! Meanwhile, Reg had constructed a hook out of an occy strap and
was trying to snag anything that looked bright and shiny on the bottom.

In the end | called RACT Roadside help. I’'m not exactly sure what | was expecting but the lady who took the
call was very sympathetic and faithfully reported to the Roadside Service Agent (Tim) what had happened. |
know this as Tim swung past his home to collect a beach towel enroute to the boat ramp....

Tim assessed the situation quickly. He borrowed a wetsuit from Matt Dowling and donned the Lovell’s flippers,
snorkel and goggles....and in he went. He spent several minutes looking but the sand from the bottom was
easily disturbed by his flippers. A professional dive boat then tied up at the ramp. Tim borrowed the dive boat’s
hooker gear and several weights and got back in the water. He probably spent another 15-20 minutes over
several attempts trying to locate my keys. In the end, we called it quits because | was concerned that it was too
cold.

But my problems weren’t over yet. Trev had unhooked my trailer and taken my ski home to Lenah Valley to get
spare car key. When he returned to the boat ramp, the spare wouldn’t work! Not poor maintenance on my
behalf | hasten to add - this has been an intermittent problem I've been trying to sort out with the car’s service
agent for some time.

So, Tim, still dripping wet, began organising a tow truck for us.
| found the business card of the sales rep who sold me the car three years ago and rang him for any help he
could provide. Clutching at straws, he suggested we try the pre-delivery procedure and we got the car started.

But wait, there’s more! While we got the car started, the electronic boot release was still locked and there’s no
override. My handbag and other important gear were still in the boot and | needed to get them out! Oh, and
just to rub salt into the wound, the backseat release is in the boot. So, we googled how to release the seat from
inside the car. Yes, there’s a way but it needed a Philips-head screwdriver.

Guess where the tool kit was...... FFS!!111
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In the end we drove to Neil’s place for screwdriver, being paranoid about not turning the car off accidentally in
case the restart procedure didn’t work again!

Finally, | drove the car to the dealer and left it in a most inconvenient spot and dropped the key in the after-
hours box. The service guy and | had a very interesting conversation on Monday morning about taking my
alleged problem with the key more seriously, thanks.

Many many thanks to all those who hung around and helped or provided support and ideas. Thanks to Danette
and Brett, and Neil and Kerryn who got caught up in it all and weren’t even on the day’s ride! It really meant a

lot and stopped me dissolving in a crumpled mess!

Below are a few photos of Tim in action: a real case of above and beyond the call of duty.... Cheers Carolyn.

Epilogue: The final outcome was sensational! The keys and remote were found
by Kingborough Council guys working under the Margate Boat Ramp who then
made the effort to return to Tim the RACT man and back to Carolyn. And it still
works!
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Maynes Marine Jet Ski Expo & Time Trials 5™
November

Surf lifesaving will be conducting license courses for
both boat & PWC.

Time trials in 3 classessupercharged, non
supercharged & seadoo spark.

Jetskitas will be present on the day with inforation
about the club, the rides they do and the support they
offer to jet ski owners in Tasmania.

There will be $5 jet ski rides on the day with all
proceeds being donated to VarietyTheCh i1 | dr en’
Charity.

Food & drinks will be available to purchase frothe
kiosk at Montrose Bay Yacht Club.
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Ride Calendar 2017/18

November 4" Ladies ride on the Derwent

November &' Maynes Marine Day Montrose & Time Trial #1

November 18’ Circumnavigate Bruny Island
December 2 St Helens to Eddystone Point
December ¥Gr ant s Lagoon or Diana’s Basin
December 1 Lake Barrington
January g Beauty Point to Bridport
January 1% Circumnavigate Maria Island
January 14 Triabunna to Little Swanport
January 27 Nubeena Regatta & Ride TBC
February 18 Lake Pieman
Februaryllth Lake Rosebery & Lake Macintosh
Ferbruary 18 Tasmanian Marine Centre Day on Tamar Time Trial #2
March 10" Lake Burbury
March 11"/12™ Gordon River & Time Trial #3/King River
March 24" Port Sorell to Batman Bridge & Beauty Ptr
March 28" DevonportMotor Show
April 7" Musselroe Bay to Flinders Island
April 28" Dover to Cockle Creek & Recherche Bay
May 1d" Circumnavigate Tasman Peninsula
June 17 Impromptu Ride South & North

July 18" Impromptu Ride South & North
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